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IDRS Death Certificate Issuance: Electronic Signature on File

The issue has been raised as to whether or not the local health
departments can currently issue a death certificate from the Indiana
State Department of Health (ISDH) Indiana Death Registration System
(IDRS) using the statement “Electronic Signature on File” in the
required signature block. At this time, local health department are
advised not to issue death certificates from the IDRS with the
statement “Electronic Signature on File” in the required signature block
because we have not implemented the electronic signature process.

However, it is legal and systematically viable to issue a certified copy
of a death certificate from the IDRS using the statement “Signature on
File” in the required signature blocks, as long as we have the
“Signature of File” to support our statement. In addition, as we move
forward with the IDRS roll out, this will be our process as we encounter
non-participating entities and death certificate information is entered
into the system by either the counties or the state. In such cases, the
use of the electronic signature would not be applicable.

Updated Fetal Death Certificate

We have amended the fetal death certificate and will be sending the
new forms by April 15, 2008. The changes to the form include
signatures of the certifier, funeral director, and the local health officer.
In addition, as a requirement of IC 16-41-15-13, in box 35 syphilis
testing questions have been added.

We are not requiring resubmits of fetal death certificates already filed
on the previous form, but ask that all implement the updated form as
quickly as possible.

Fetal Death Reporting and the IDRS

The ISDH and the Indiana Vital Records Association have cooperatively
come to the conclusion to leave the fetal death portion of the re-
engineering process outside of the Indiana Birth Registration System
and the IDRS at this time. Please continue to file fetal death
certificates according to the paper and manual process established in
previous years.

Specifically, we request that no one:
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Contact Info:

State Registrar
Corey A. Ealy Sr.
317-233-7523

Assistant Director
Renee Rawls
317-233-7733

Adoption/Asst.
Registrar
Mary Hinds
317-233-7253

Birth/Death
Registration
Tina Biggs
317-233-7303

Birth/Death
Issuance
Renee Scott
317-233-7030

Birth/Death
Customer Services/
Credit Card Orders
Shaleen Johnson
317-233-7280

Nosology
Nola Childs
317-233-7845

Corrections
Mary Keltner
317-233-7515

Genesis Helpline
317-233-7989

1. Enter the fetal death records into the IDRS program.
2. Use the bump utility in the IDRS for fetal death certificates.

Please continue to forward all fetal death certificates to the ISDH and
we will complete the electronic registration.

Sending Mail to ISDH Vital Records

When sending mail to the ISDH Vital Records, please ensure you
address the envelope specifically to the ISDH Vital Records, rather than
the ISDH in general if you are not using the postage-paid ISDH self-
addressed envelopes. This will facilitate your mail coming to our office
as quickly as possible and prevent mail room staff from having to open
mail to determine its destination.

House Bill 1113

Governor Mitch Daniels signed HB 1113, which makes submitting a
fraudulent application for a birth certificate a D felony instead of a class
A misdemeanor. This will take effect on July 1, 2008.

For Independent Funeral Directors

With the ISDH scheduled roll out of the IDRS to funeral directors in
October 2008, we ask that you post the following message where your
funeral directors pick up death certificates in your office.
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Attention Funeral
Directors

For information regarding the Indiana State Department of
Health’s (ISDH’s) roll out of the Indiana Death Registration
System and the system’s benefits, please visit the
following link on the ISDH Web site:

www.in.gov/isdh/bdcertifs/FuneralDirectorsOnlinePresentation.ppt


